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Amir al-Mu’minin’s Chant in the Mirror of Art,
Examining one precious Moraga’ in the Islamic Parliament Library
Elham Badinloo®
Abstract

Some of the poems attributed to Amir-e Mo’menan Ali (a.s.) are the verse
chants (Monajat) which are available in the ascribed collection of poems
(Divan) or some other sources. One of them is the famous chant called
Lak al-Hamd (for your praise). That there are some mystical themes such
as poverty, hope, forgiveness, and etc. in these chants is not a new matter.
In fact, this theme corresponds with the content and the themes of the
prayers which are attributed to Imam Ali (a.s.) and other Imams (a.s.).
Because of its delightful subjects, this chant is really suitable for praying
and chanting ceremonies. Therefore, it has gotten very popular. It is in the
form of a Moraqga’ a copy of which is available in the Parliament Library.
This Moraga’ contains some incomplete parts of the mentioned chant;
besides, there is a Persian Quatrain following the passages in the middle of
the chant. In the following article, the author is going to talk briefly about
the attribution of the chant to Imam Ali (a.s.), its content, as well as the
text and the codicology of the Moraqga’ available in the Parliament library.
At the end of this article, there is a facsimile of the full text of the book.

Key words: collection of poems (Divan) of Imam Ali (a.s.), verse chant,
poetical works of Infallible Imams (a.s.), Imam Ali (a.s.), Parliament
Library.

1.elham.badinloo@gmail.com
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Baian al-Nojum by Hobaish Tiflisi,
An ancient Persian textbook on astronomy written in the VI ¢. AD
Yusef Beigbabapour”
Abstract

Baian al-Nojiim, by Hobaish Tifsili, is a Persian book on astronomy
which intends to teach this science to the freshmen in a very simple
language. This book is of a great importance in terms of linguistic and
lexical studies in Persian language in the sixth century, and also from the
viewpoint of the history of astronomy as well as history of the evolution
of the academic textbooks before the VII c. AD, so it deserves attention.
Fortunately, only one copy of'it has been identified so far that is kept in the
National Library. In the following article, the author has tried to study this
work from different angles; and talks of its unique version along with its
features.

Key words: Baian al-Nojiim, Hobaish Tiflis1, manuscript, astronomy,
textbook and Persian language in the VI c. AD.

1. yosetbeigbabapour@yahoo.com



An Exquisite Collection in Mirdamad’s Handwriting
in The Chester Beatty Library in Dublin, Southern Ireland

Hossein Mottaqi”
Abstract

Mirdamad is one of the prominent Imami scholars in the middle of the
Safavid Period. He is considered to be a great savant, a significant mystic,
and a perfect example of an illumination-peripatetic philosopher. He was
ranked so high in wisdom that after Farabi and Aristotle he was titled as
the “third teacher”. He fully studied the Greek Illuminationism along with
Farabi and Avicenna’s explanation, extension, and annotations. At the
same time, he completed Suhrawardi’s Illumination-Khusravani teachings
through his mystical austerity as well as his objective and subjective process.
Altogether, illumination and mystical implications find a great opportunity
to present themselves in his philosophical thoughts and writings. He
influenced his later ideas in two ways: firstly, through educating some
erudite students each of whom, affected by his excellent thoughts, has left
some precious works; and secondly, through his own writings which are
more than one hundred books and treatises. In the following paper, we are
going to have a look at some parts of his works, in particular, the exquisite
collection of manuscripts in Mirdamad’s Manuscript which is kept in
Chester Beatty Library.

Key words: Imami Shi’a, Mirdamad, Chester Beatty Library, manuscripts,
Dublin, Ireland.

1. hosseinmottaqi @ gmail.com
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A Brief Overview of the Works
Attributed to Mofazzal b. Omar Ju’fi

Muhammad Ali Salehi®”
Abstract

Among the lists of the manuscripts and printed books, there are some works
which are attributed to Mofazzal b. Omar Ju’fi. Some of these works have
been reported in the early Shiite lists, and some other ones have not even
been mentioned. On the one hand, in the writing and translation resources
some books attributed to Mofazzal b. Omar are recorded of which there
is no report in the bibliographies of Imami Writings, instead his works
are mostly reported and recorded in the exaggerated writings of some
sects such as the Alavis and the Nasiris. In a brief survey, we see that
many of the works which are attributed to Mofazzal b. Omar face some
questions and doubts. Sometimes, one even doubts whether these works
really belong to him or not. An exact and detailed study of Mofazzal b.
Omar’s works requires an exhaustive research. Therefore, in the following
paper, we are only going to briefly analyze the works which are attributed
to him. Moreover, following each work, some important points regarding
that work are pointed out.

Key words: Mofazzal b. Omar Ju’fi, Imam Sadiq (a.s.), Nasiriyah, Alavis,
criticizing Mofazzal b. Omar’s works, exaggerators.

1. m.a.salehi40@gmail.com



Masabih al-Iman fi Hoqiq al-‘Ikhvan
Allame Seyyed Hassan Sadr Kazemi
Corrected by: Muhammad Ja’far Islami®"
Abstract

Masabih al-Iman fi Hoqiiq al- Ikhvan, by Allame Seyyed Hassan Sadr,
is the title of a treatise on observing the rights of the brothers in faith.
The author was born in 1272 AD in Kazmain; and learned the preliminary
and higher levels of the Seminary School lessons from some outstanding
teachers in kazmain and Najaf. He passed away in 1354 AD. Over eighty
remarkable works on various subjects are left by him, some of which have
been published. This research is done based on a manuscript in Ahmad b.
Soltan Ali Hosseini Mar’ashi’s handwriting, written in 1348 AD (the copy
1s available in Kashef al-Ghata Institute — Najaf-e-Ashraf).

Key words: Morality, the rights of the brothers in faith, Seyyed Hassan
Sadr, Masabih al-Iman fi Hoqiiq al- ‘lkhvan, manuscript, Kashef al-
Ghata Institute, Najaf.

1. mjislami9@gmail.com
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Seyyed Mahmud Miusavi Dezfuli
and Some Works on Tajwid and Recitation

Mahmiud Nazari®"
Abstract

Tajwid and recitation are a set of rules which the Islamic scholars have
established so that the Qur’anic letters and words would be read accurately
and beautifully. In the following paper, the author is going to talk about
the biography of Seyyed Mahmiid Misavi Dezfuli, one of the writers
who lived in the 13™ century AD, and most of his discussions were about
Tajwid and recitation. Regarding this, the author of this article is going to
talk of some of the copies of his works on this topic, which are kept in the
treasure of manuscripts of the Library, Museum and Document Center of
Islamic Parliament.

Key words: Qur’an science, Taywid, Qavaed al-Tajwid (Tajwid Rules),
Mokhtasar al-Tajwid, Tohfat al-lIkhlas, S. Mahmiid Misavi Dezfili,
manuscript, Library of Islamic Parliament.

1. nazari.nazari@gmail.com



The Absence of the Term
‘Noskheye Khatti (Manuscript)’ in the Indian Style Poetry

Hamidreza Qolichkhani®
Abstract

Before the advent of printing in Iran, the word ‘Noskhe (copy)’ was used in
Persian poetry with the meanings of ‘manuscript’, book, and handwritten
copy. In this paper, this word and its collocations are extracted from twelve
poets’ collection of poems, from Orfi Shirazi (969-999) to Bidel Dehlavi
(1054-1133), and studied afterwards in order to show there is no compound
word as ‘noskheye khatti (manuscript)’ despite the fact that there are many
collocations with the word “Noskhe (copy)” in Indian style; and it was in
the 13" century AD that this term was established to be the opposite of the
word “printed copy” in Persian language. Following this, some examples
of the application of the words book, notebook, safineh (a special form of
book), collection, and bayaz are provided to demonstrate that these words
have the same meaning as the term ‘Noskheye Khatti (manuscript)’.

Key words: noskhe (copy), noskheye khatti (manuscript), book,
notebook, safineh, collection, bayaz, Indian style.

1. hr.ghelichkhani @ gmail.com
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Imam Hussein (a.s.) in a Dialogue
between Islam and Christianity; Isfahan in Qajar Era

Heidar Eivazi (Emad)®
Abstract

Thisarticleis theninth dialoguebetween MuhammadAli Hassani (Da’ie al-
‘Islam) and an anonymous Christian evangelist in Isfahan in Qajar Era.
The last part of this dialogue 1s about Old Testament’s glad tidings of Imam
Hussein (a.s.). At the beginning of the meeting, the Christian representative
suggests that they talk over Old Testament prophecies about Jesus (a.s.).
Regarding this, he makes reference to four entries of the book of Isaiah.
Relying on his Hebrew Knowledge as well as his extensive understanding of
the Bible’s historical arguments, Da’ie al-‘Islam criticizes the evangelist’s
claims from the viewpoint of language and history. And with respect to the
fourth entry in particular, he declares that this prophecy of Isaiah is more
adaptable to the history of Imam Hussein (a.s.).

Key words: Al-Islam monthly Journal, Imam Hussein (a.s.), Da’ie al-
‘Islam, Islam, Christianity.

1. heidareyvazi@yahoo.com



Karbala in Arabic, Persian,
and Turkish Literature and Writings

Riza Kurtulus, Mustafa Uzun
Translated by: Abdollah Dodangeh"
Abstract

Martyrdom of Imam Hussein (a.s.) has influenced the literature of all
Muslim nations. In ritual literature and Ashura poetry, the sorrow and grief
of angles and elves have been emphasized. The following paper includes
three parts: 1. Karbala in Arabic literature and writings; 2. Karbala in
Persian literature and writings; and 3. Karbala in Turkish literature and
writings. In the first part, the Arabic elegies in the Umayyad and Abbasid
periods are examined separately; and the most well-known poets and their
poems are introduced. In the second part, pointing out that the first elegy
on Karbala is attributed to Qavami Razi in the sixth century, the author is
going to analyze the poets and the poems from the 6" century up to the
13™ century. In the last part of the article, the author is generally talking
about the event of Karbala in Turkish literature, especially about Ashura
literature of some Sufi orders such as Alawyiah- Bektashi; and introduces
independent Turkish prose and verse, in particular those which are related
to the topic of Karbala.

Key words: Karbala, Imam Hussein (a.s.), literature, elegy, Persian Ashura
poetry, Turkish Ashura Poetry, Arabic Ashura poetry, ritual literature.

1. abdollahdodangeh@gmail.com
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Political Plots; Espionage,
and a Shi’a Text among the Moriscos

José Fransisco Cutillas
Translated by: Maryam Mottaghi”

Abstract

This paper offers a new approach to have a better understanding of
Choronica, a unique Shi’a text from the last Spanish Muslim community
called Moriscos in Tunisia. This book, which is a wonderful Shi’ite Magqtal
about Imam Hussein (a.s.) in Spanish language, indicates the presence
of a Shiite Muslim community in Spain in the 17" century which is the
continuation of the presence of Shiites in Andalusia from 8" to 16" century.
Since the author is studying the relations between Iran in Safavi era and
Spain in the 17" century, he argues that, based on this important Shi’a
text, one can probably say Moriscos in Tunisia could have been working
as spies for the Spanish Monarchy. Were such a contention to be proven,
it would have serious implications for our understanding of the relations
between Spain and Iran in the 17" century.

Key words: Imam Hussein (a.s.), Magqtal, Moriscos, Andalusia, Spanish
Monarchy, Twelve-Imam Shi’a, Safavieh, Ottoman, manuscripts.

1. marymottaqi @yahoo.com
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name of Hussein (a.s.), so the publication of its first number is coincided
with the mourning of Zahra’s dear child. Since “all the good things are
with Imam Hussein (a.s.)”, we really appreciate God who help us to get
Imam Hussein’s (a.s.) approval for this journal, and to conjoin it with the
fragrant tears of lovers of Karbala martyr. In order to thank God for this
holy coincidence, all the dear colleagues of this journal have decided to
publish the first number of this journal in Muharram, 1436 AD, at the same
time with the mourning of Imam Hussein (a.s.). In the end, we make every
one of the pages of this journal holy by his name; and standing humbly
in his presence with a mournful heart we state: “Peace be on you, O Abu
Abdullah, and on those souls who came to your camp to put themselves at
your disposal. So far I am alive and the days and nights follow each other

I invoke Allah to send blessings on you for ever and ever”!



researches. Regarding this, we have tried to make the young generation
familiar with the ancient interdisciplinary knowledge such as the science
of translation, bibliography, and codicology. This knowledge is transferred
in the form of the principles of bibliography, methods of correcting of the
texts and introducing the Turath sources, introducing the libraries which
contain manuscripts both in Iran and other countries, and also speaking of
how students can use these neglected scientific sources which are available
in the libraries around the world. We hope that in the light of your precious

help we would be able to promote the scientific level of this publication.

This publication, which is now in your hands and in fact you are reading
its first number right now, intends -- with the grace of God, under the
blessed attention of the Infallibles (a.s.), under the auspices of Hazrat-e
Vali-asr (a.s.), and with the support of the professors, researchers, ancient
texts editors, the cataloguers of manuscripts, and all the students and
enthusiasts of Turath activities — to be active as a quarterly journal in three
different languages of Persian, Arabic, as well as English; and in all areas
related to manuscripts including Turath libraries, collection boasting, texts
correction, cataloguing, librarians, codicology, Turath sources, micrograph,
digitization, digital libraries, building up of collection, documents, ancient
maps, and other fields of art such as painting miniatures and painting
schools, handwritings and calligraphy and its styles, book-binding,
illumination and painting, repair and pathology and etc. While this journal
welcomes the professors’ valuable suggestion and guidance, it would like
to ask for the help of all the enthusiasts of manuscripts, in particular the
students of universities and Seminary school to share the information in
all the areas related to manuscripts. Therefore, this journal welcome the
research papers written about one of the Turath subjects mentioned above
(especially those which talk of the manuscripts in relation to Ahlul-bayt).

Finally, we were destined to tie the name of this quarterly up with the

7
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Fortunately, during the last years, the process of the optimal scientific
productivity has been along with the popularity of these ancient
heritages in the academic communities inside the country and the certain
international leading institutes. This warm reception has been both in the
area of rehabilitation and correction of the ancient texts and in the analysis
and utilization of the data and genuine themes of Turath texts. All in all,
our ancient resources have flourished quantitatively and qualitatively
although a few number of the centers and libraries which keep hold of
the manuscripts have not been able to adapt themselves with the ancient
texts researchers’ reasonable needs. God willing, we hope that the policy
makers’ supports and the library managers’ efforts would accelerate the
process of the spiritual development and physical equipment of these
academic centers, proportional to the new technologies of the world. As
a result, some efficient steps would be taken in different areas, namely
in introducing our Turath sources on schedule, providing the researchers
with some services in order for them to have trouble-free studying and
easy access to the ancient texts, providing paper and digital images of the
manuscripts easily, training of skilled human resources to present the Turath
texts in the best way, and in employing skilled librarians. Moreover, this
rich, but neglected area can be revived through using our human resources
including the universities and Seminary schools’ experts and authorities;
and also through applying the latest facilitating tools of the world like web,

media, and hardware or software technologies.

To foster, encourage and develop academic utilization of manuscripts
and ancient texts, we together with a group of the enthusiasts of studying
of manuscripts have decided to make use of the professors, scholars,
researchers, and ancient texts corrector’s experiences in order to take a very
important step and publish a specialized scientific journal under the title

of Basatin. This journal aims to assist, support, and facilitate the academic



to us. They are kept either in the Turath libraries or the private collection
all over the world. Unfortunately, the rest of our ancient history, more
than half of these works, have been little by little wiped out. Nevertheless,
some of the delicate scientists believe that in a scientific movement with
the purpose of restoration of the ancient texts we are able to meticulously
extract at least 5 to 10 percent of the lost works from other ancient texts,

reproduce and then publish them.

It should be added that out of about five million Islamic manuscripts
available in the public libraries and private collections 60% are Arabic,
20% are Persian, 5% are Turkish, and 15% are in other languages. Around
two millions of these manuscripts are in Asia, one and half million in Africa,
one million in Europe, and the rest of them are kept in the libraries of
America and Australasia. Among these countries, Turkey, as the heir to the
Ottoman Empire and being in the possession of one million manuscripts,
has the most extensive and exquisite Turath resources in the world. Then,
Iran, with eight hundred thousand manuscript, has the second; and finally,
the Arab Republic of Egypt, with about five hundred thousand manuscripts,

owns the world third largest reserve of manuscripts.

With regard to the date of entry of printing industry to Iran (1224 AD/1809
AH), the scholars’ works from 1% to 12" century were all in the form of
manuscript. Therefore, it seems that no one whether it is a professor, a
researcher, or a student and no academic center, Seminary School, and
University can make a sufficient use of these priceless Turath sources
in their research process. In other words, they rely solely on the printed
sources; hence, they lose a significant portion of the research sources which
are so informative that according to Prof. Dr. Shafi’ie Kadkani if one looks
at them “with prismatic eye”, he can extract much valuable information
about history, geography, biography, society, and etc., in addition to the

main subject.
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Based on the Qur’an and religious leaders’ encouragement to teaching and
learning along with researching and writing, millions of works on various
subjects such as science of the Qur’an, commentary of the Qur’an, Hadith,
jurisprudence, theology, philosophy, logic, literature, Nature, chemistry,
medicine, mathematics, astronomy, astrology, history, geography,
ethics, mysticism, and other ones have been produced by Muslim
scholars. However, because of the natural and unnatural disasters like
floods, earthquakes, moisture, rot, chemical and animal pests, and etc.;
and also because of human disasters namely wars, pillage, fires, drowning
in the sea, washing of the text in the river, and failure at maintaining the
Turath sources, a major part of this ancient Islamic heritage has gradually
been annihilated over time. For instance, we can mention the exquisite
Turath sources which were kept in the library of Firouzabad, Sahib b. Ebad
library in Rey, Sheikh Tisi library in Baghdad, the Library of Saveh, Rab’e
Rashidi Library in Tabriz, and Library of observatory in Maraghe.

One can probably say that out of all these works, which have been
produced by Muslim scholars during the centuries, today only one third of
them, about five million Islamic manuscripts in the author’s handwriting

or written (directly or indirectly) from the original copy have come down
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